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typical medieval devotion to his faith, Felix Faber is urged
from within to start the journey.    He consults Count
Eberhard the Elder of Wurtemburg who declines to give
him specific advice on so unusual a wandering.1    Then
he goes to an aged knight who had twice made the pilgrim-
age and to a sister of well-known holiness in a neighbouring
convent,   in  search  of further  counsel  and  inspiration.
These last two give him every encouragement to fulfil his
intention.2    He therefore writes to a friend in Rome who
obtains for him the necessary licence from Pope Sixtus IV
and a safe-conduct from Leonardo de Mansuetis, General
of the Dominican Order.3    Early in the morning of 14 April
1480, he receives the pilgrim's blessing, kisses and embraces
all the brethren of his convent, starts with one Master
Ludwig and a servant, all on horseback, from Ulm to
Memmingen where,  by previous appointment, they are
joined by Lord Apollinaris * von Stein with his son and a
number of men-at-arms.5    Thence the company proceeds
across the Alps to Venice to take ship for the Holy Land*
The account of Faber's first pilgrimage is much shorter
than that of his second.    A noteworthy feature in it is
the frequency of his reference to the Turks.    Just as the
pilgrims were ready to set sail, bad news came to the
Republic of St. Mark.    Muhammad II was besieging the
island of Rhodes and the Aegean and Eastern Mediterran-
ean swarmed with Turkish craft so that it had become very
dangerous for pilgrims to cross the sea*0    The German
pilgrims met and petitioned the Venetian Senate for a safe-
conduct to save their galley from Turkish attack.   They
received the reply that the galley itself, by virtue of its
Venetian provenance, was the safest surety in accordance
with solemn treaty obligations between Venice and Turkey.
1 Evagatorium, I, 26-7                 * ib,, I, 27.                 0 ib., I, 27-8.
4 ib,, I, 28; 'Dominus Hypolithus vel Apollinaris, vcl Pupillus de Lapide.'
8 ib., I, 29. It is interesting to notice that the pilgrims travelled on horse-
back (ascendimus e$uos) and that they also were guarded en route by armed men
(cum multis armgeris}.
6ib., I, 32. 'Machumetus magnus, insulam Rhodum obsideret classe
magna per mare, et armato exercitu equitum et peditum per terram, et totum
mare Aegaeum, Carpaticum, et Maleum infestum haberet, ct possibile non
esset hoc anno transducer peregrines in Terram Sanctam.'